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FTSE Group to calculate Italian MIB Indices on behalf of

Borsa Italiana




London, New York, Hong Kong, 14 January 2009: Global index provider, FTSE Group, is pleased to announce that it has agreed terms to take over the existing equity indices for the Italian market on behalf of Borsa Italiana from 30 March 2009. In addition to the current S&P/MIB index, the calculation of which will be unchanged in the transition, and which will be re-branded FTSE MIB, FTSE will also extend coverage of the market by creating a new suite of investable equity indices covering an integrated range of market segments and sectors, available in custom and standard packages.

FTSE’s Italian indices will offer increased international visibility for the domestic Italian market, and provide both local and international investors with a range of state-of-the-art index tools to access new investment opportunities in Italian equities. 

Mark Makepeace, Chief Executive, FTSE Group commented, “We are delighted to be selected by Borsa Italiana as its index provider and to be able to upgrade and augment the equity index offering. FTSE has a long standing track record of successfully managing and developing index products for domestic markets, and has proven that it is index provider of choice for investors worldwide. Our aim in the Italian market is to develop new opportunities for investors and to build inward investment flows into the marketplace.” 

Massimo Capuano, Chief Executive of Borsa Italiana and Deputy Chief Executive of London Stock Exchange Group, said: “We are pleased to have reached this agreement with FTSE, which will combine a number of important elements including: continuity in how the Italian benchmark index is calculated; the creation of a wider set of indices for the Italian market; and harmonisation of index providers across the Group, which is a further positive milestone in the integration of the Borsa Italiana and London Stock Exchange.”
FTSE and Borsa Italiana will begin work immediately with existing index users to advise of the transition timetable and seamlessly migrate their index packages to the new FTSE products. 
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About FTSE Group

FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Beijing, London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries worldwide.  It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index Series, which includes world-recognized indexes ranging from the FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the FTSEurofirst Index series, as well as domestic indexes such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has collaborative arrangements with the Athens, AMEX, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg London, Madrid, NASDAQ and Taiwan exchanges, as well as Nomura Securities, Hang Seng and Xinhua Finance of China. 

FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. Independent committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced practitioners review all changes to the indexes to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  
