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FTSE Environmental Technology 50 Index Selected by
New York State Common Retirement Fund (NYSCRF)


New York, London, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Sydney, August 18, 2009:  FTSE Group, the award-winning global index provider, today confirms that the FTSE Environmental Technology 50 Index has been licensed to one of the US’s largest public pension plans, the New York State Common Retirement Fund.  NYSCRF will benchmark $100 million to the index as part of an allocation to clean technology.  Institutional investor interest in the environmental technology sector is growing quickly in line with government plans to move to a low carbon economy.

The selection of the index comes on the heels of FTSE’s recent launch of the world’s first Environmental Markets Classification System and an expansion of the FTSE Environmental Opportunities Index Series.  The FTSE ET50 is made up of the largest fifty “pure-play” environmental technology companies by market capitalization worldwide.  Companies included in the index must derive at least 50% of their core business from the development and deployment of environmental technologies, including renewable & alternative energy, energy efficiency, water technology and waste & pollution control.   

The largest companies in the FTSE ET50 index, as measured by market capitalization, include: Vestas Wind Systems of Denmark, First Solar Inc. of the United States, and France’s Suez Environment.  United States-based companies make up about 43% of the index, which has outperformed broader equity market benchmarks over the past three and five years despite weaker global market conditions throughout late 2008 and early 2009.
  
FTSE ET50 INDEX 3 and 5-YEAR PERFORMANCE (USD TOTAL RETURN)

	 
	3YR (%)
	5YR (%)

	FTSE ET50 Index
	14.5
	68.8

	FTSE Global Small Cap Index
	-12.5
	28.3






SOURCE: FTSE Group, data as at 31 July 2009

Will Oulton, Director of Responsible Investment at FTSE commented, “As we see the first steps of the transition to a low carbon economy, investment in environmental technology and broader environmental markets are becoming an increasingly popular strategy.  FTSE offers a comprehensive toolset with which to measure the performance of environmental markets, and we are delighted that the New York State Common Retirement Fund has selected the FTSE ET50 index as part of its green strategic investment program.” 

The allocation will be managed internally by NYSCRF’s in-house asset management team.  NYSCRF is the third largest United States retirement plan sponsor with $109.9 billion in total assets as of May 29, 2009.   
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For more information please contact:
New York
Jill Mathers, Tel: + 1 212 314 1141 or email media@ftse.com  
London 
Sabrina Bhangoo or Mittal Dave, Tel: + 44 207 866 1821 or email media@ftse.com  
Hong Kong
Meredith Blakemore or Emily Mok, Tel: + 852 2230 5800 or email media@ftse.com 
Tokyo
Stewart Ueno, Tel: +81 3 3581 3444 or email media@ftse.com 
Sydney
Natalie Brooke, Tel:  +61 422 139 132 or email media@ftse.com 

Notes to Editors

About FTSE Group
FTSE Group (“FTSE”) is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Boston, Beijing, London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, New York, Paris, San Francisco, Sydney, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE works with investors in 77 countries globally.  It calculates and manages a comprehensive range of equity, fixed income, real estate and investment strategy indices, on both a standard and custom basis. The company has collaborative arrangements with a number of stock exchanges, trade bodies and asset class specialists around the world. 

FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds.
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